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Expectation

"Temple on Fire" (CC BY-SA 2.0) by peretzp 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/ifl/6199221199/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0/
https://www.flickr.com/people/ifl/
http://www.imagecodr.org/


4 State of the PHP Community - Eli White - PHP UK - February 16th, 2017

Hope

"Hope" (CC BY 2.0) by Jan Tik

https://www.flickr.com/photos/jantik/64574901/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/
https://www.flickr.com/people/jantik/
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Pain

"Pain" (CC BY-ND 2.0) by Racchio 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/racchio/4018109868/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nd/2.0/
https://www.flickr.com/people/racchio/
http://www.imagecodr.org/
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Internals

"Ducky revisited." (CC BY 2.0) by Jaro Larnos 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/jlarnos/8391149639/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/
https://www.flickr.com/people/jlarnos/
http://www.imagecodr.org/
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PHP 7

"Elephant" (CC BY 2.0) by aotaro 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/aotaro/26469504393/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/
https://www.flickr.com/people/aotaro/
http://www.imagecodr.org/
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FIG

"International Special Training Centre" (CC BY 2.0) by 7th Army Training Command 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/7armyjmtc/16455211090/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/
https://www.flickr.com/people/7armyjmtc/
http://www.imagecodr.org/
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Shutdown

"City Lights of the United States 2012" (CC BY 2.0) by NASA Goddard Photo and Video 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/gsfc/8247975848/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/
https://www.flickr.com/people/gsfc/
http://www.imagecodr.org/
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Fragmentation

"I’m Watching" (CC BY 2.0) by Alejandro Hernandez. 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/ace_0f_magic/3066468424/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/
https://www.flickr.com/people/ace_0f_magic/
http://www.imagecodr.org/


11 State of the PHP Community - Eli White - PHP UK - February 16th, 2017

Reddit

Copyright LucasFilms
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Awesome

"unicorn" (CC BY-ND 2.0) by hans s 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/archeon/4723596472/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nd/2.0/
https://www.flickr.com/people/archeon/
http://www.imagecodr.org/
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People

"php[tek] 2015" (CC BY-SA 2.0) by Eli White 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/eliw/19119009678/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0/
https://www.flickr.com/people/eliw/
http://www.imagecodr.org/
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Community Corner

The Tangled Web We Weave
Cal Evans
This month’s column is brought to you by AOL. OK, not really, but it was 
written by someone who works at AOL, Samantha Quiñones. In spite of the 
fact that she rolls her eyes at me every time I ask if she’s got any of those cool AOL floppy disks 
(kids, floppy disks are like DVDs from the Stone Age), I asked her to share some of her thoughts 
on the PHP community. I know it’s not the high-quality OMR you’re used to in this space, but 
get over it. I’ll be back next month yelling GET OFF MY LAWN!

We pile in the car early on a Thursday 
morning. Three children, two adults, four 
suitcases, two laptop bags, and one very 
large plastic dinosaur. Our mission is 
twofold: first, deliver the kids safely to their 
summer vacations; second, deliver ourselves 
safely to our summer vacation.

My fiancé and I are both scheduled to 
speak at the OpenWest conference in Sandy, 
Utah on July 13th. Between now and then… 
nothing. More than a week with no work 
and no responsibilities. Just the two of us in 
a rented Nissan Versa with a few thousand 
miles ahead of us.

We sleep the first night in a motel near 
St.  Louis. As we pack up the next morn-
ing to hit the road, heading west on I-70, 
the thought hits. “Hey, I know someone in 
Kansas City. We should grab lunch!”

A few hours later we’re crammed into a 
booth at a BBQ joint in Independence, MO, 
eating ribs and catching up and laughing. 
Sarah is a community person. A speaker and 
blogger, that person who answers coding 
questions on Slack at 1 in the morning. After 
lunch we get back on the road and I realize 
how lucky we are to have this amazing web 
of connections. I realize how lucky we are 
to wander into a strange midwestern city 
and have it instantly feel like home because 
there’s been a little part of us there all along.

We turn south through Arkansas and 
Oklahoma. We pass through Stillwater, OK 
and it feels like I’ve been there before. I 
check in on Swarm and immediately friends 
who used to be from there are telling me 
where they grew up and where to go. It feels 
like driving through a neighborhood where 
you used to live, both familiar and foreign.

We drive from city to city. I start hashtag-
ging the #GeekRoadTrip in my tweets as we 
share lunches and dinners and grab coffees 
with community people. We meet people 
that we’ve only known on Twitter and recon-
nect with people we can’t see often enough. 

We gorge ourselves at a Brazilian steakhouse 
and spend the afternoon discussing soft-
ware engineering research and our favorite 
TV shows. Colorado Springs becomes part 
of my extended home, and Albuquerque, 
and Flagstaff.

We visit Phoenix, where some friends 
have just moved. We introduce them to 
some community people we know there. I 
want them to feel at home, to be part of this.

After Phoenix we head north. We don’t 
see as many people anymore. This part of 
the trip is ours to share, hiking in Sedona 
and at the Grand Canyon. On Monday we 
arrive in Salt Lake City for the conference. 
We start preparing for our talks and catch-
ing up on all the work we’ve missed.

I think back to an article I wrote a year 
ago while heading to another conference. I 
wrote about why our community is worth 
the effort we put into it. I had tried to 
capture why I feel so driven to contribute in 
the small ways that I can. I wrote about a 
feeling a sense of belonging then, and I am 
feeling that sense powerfully now.

I think back over the past year and the 
faces that define my memory of all the 
conferences and events. It’s almost like every 
new thread that I add to the web is a place 
where I’ve entrusted a little part of myself. 
Slivers of my heart live in Madison and Salt 
Lake City and Seattle and Sofia and London 
and Louisville, kept safe for me.

It’s late on Tuesday night. I procrastinated 
and I’m feeling stressed and panicky trying 
to prepare for my talk in the morning. My 
fiancé is sitting next to me on the bed. My 
fiancé, whom I met at a conference; who 
asked me out for the first time at a confer-
ence; who proposed to me on our way to 
a conference. I can’t imagine how different 
life would be without him and without our 
community.

Sometimes it’s hard for me to understand 
how warm and welcoming people can be. 
This community opens itself up to abso-
lutely anyone who is willing to give even a 
little something back. It’s remarkable. The 
community has given me so much and I feel 
like I can’t come close to giving back in kind.

I think back to my very first talk, feeling 
taken aback by all the support I was getting 
from these new friends. “What did you 
expect?” one person asked me.

I didn’t expect this.
– Samantha Quiñones

Past Events
July
php[cruise] 
July 17–24, Baltimore, MD (leaving from) 
https://cruise.phparch.com

LaraCon US 
July 27–29, Louisville, KY 
http://laracon.us

Symfony Catalunya 2016 
July 22–23, Barcelona, Spain 
http://symfony.cat
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Samantha Quiñones

php[architect] magazine — August 2016
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Cloudways interview with Joe Ferguson

Joe Ferguson

https://www.cloudways.com/blog/interview-joe-ferguson/
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Twitter, you should have guessed that.
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PHP 7

"Seven" (CC BY-SA 2.0) by morberg 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/morberg/3300564928/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0/
https://www.flickr.com/people/morberg/
http://www.imagecodr.org/
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My browser taking screenshots…
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Mental  
Health

OSMIhelp.org

http://osmihelp.org
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Helping

With Chloë Kendall by Jeremy Kendall (ripped from Facebook)
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Growth

"Water Lily" (CC BY-ND 2.0) by LornaJane.net 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/lornajane/15362029937/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nd/2.0/
https://www.flickr.com/people/lornajane/
http://www.imagecodr.org/
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Internals

"Niebla / Fog" (CC BY-SA 2.0) by Hernan Piñera 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/hernanpc/7344454650/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0/
https://www.flickr.com/people/hernanpc/
http://www.imagecodr.org/
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New Beginning
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Waking Up
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Future

"Future Nature" (CC BY 2.0) by Wendelin Jacober 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/wendelinjacober/14881778717/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/
https://www.flickr.com/people/wendelinjacober/
http://www.imagecodr.org/
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Size

"Lioness nuzzliong her cub" (CC BY-ND 2.0) by Tambako the Jaguar 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/tambako/14020317931/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nd/2.0/
https://www.flickr.com/people/tambako/
http://www.imagecodr.org/
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Huge
"Afterwards Tom and Eric weren’t exactly" (CC BY-ND 2.0) by David Blackwell. 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/mobilestreetlife/4179063482/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nd/2.0/
https://www.flickr.com/people/mobilestreetlife/
http://www.imagecodr.org/
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Islands

"Island" (CC BY 2.0) by José Carlos Cortizo Pérez 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/josek/2983331964/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/
https://www.flickr.com/people/josek/
http://www.imagecodr.org/
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Bridges

"Confederation Bridge - HDR" (CC BY 2.0) by freestock.ca ♡ dare to share beauty 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/82955120@N05/7995236840/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/
https://www.flickr.com/people/82955120@N05/
http://www.imagecodr.org/
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Eli made this

Core

Extended

???



31 State of the PHP Community - Eli White - PHP UK - February 16th, 2017

Negativity

"Fight!!" (CC BY-SA 2.0) by Sander van der Wel 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/jar0d/4718093571/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0/
https://www.flickr.com/people/jar0d/
http://www.imagecodr.org/
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Why?

"Elephants at That Conference" (CC BY-SA 2.0) by Eli White 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/eliw/15170209410/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0/
https://www.flickr.com/people/eliw/
http://www.imagecodr.org/
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Reach

"5/365 - Reach Out {Explored}" (CC BY-ND 2.0) by susivinh 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/susivinh/6117590884/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nd/2.0/
https://www.flickr.com/people/susivinh/
http://www.imagecodr.org/
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Positive



35 State of the PHP Community - Eli White - PHP UK - February 16th, 2017

"heart_snow_love_winter_92904_1920x1200" (CC BY 2.0) by Peter23394 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/136807076@N07/23876793409/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/
https://www.flickr.com/people/136807076@N07/
http://www.imagecodr.org/
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One for All Events: 
www.oneforall.events

For this presentation & more:

eliw.com 

Twitter: @EliW

https://www.oneforall.events/
http://eliw.com/
https://twitter.com/EliW

